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For Unto God’s 
LGBTQ+ Children, 
a Child is Born!
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OF CHRISTMAS)
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I enjoy drag shows, and I love drag 
queens, because they are all oh so 
much fun. Oh, and also, because 
of Jesus. If Christmas means 
anything, it means God so loves 
the Queer community that Jesus is born unto them, too.

The first drag show I attended was late one Saturday night. As a pastor, 
I’m usually at home on Saturday nights finalizing my sermon and trying 
to rest, but this night was different. I had become friends with a few of the 
performers, and I knew some of my parishioners were going to be there, 
too, so, even though it didn’t start until about 10:00, I wanted to be there. 
It was campy, colorful, loud, and more than a little bawdy. In other words, 
I loved it.

Before the show began a woman came up to me and exclaimed, “I 
know who you are! I’m Susie, and I’m definitely going to your church 
tomorrow morning!” Continued, next page
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A friend of Susie’s is a member of our church and had been inviting her 
to visit for some time. Susie, openly gay and a single mother of two, was 
skeptical about walking into any church building, especially one with 
“Baptist” in its name. I guess the sight of the pastor at a drag show, along 
with my official church tee-shirt stating that we are “the church your 
mother warned you about,” reassured her our fellowship would be a safe, 
loving, and healthy community for her family. They did visit the next 
morning and have become beloved members of our church.

According to Frederick Buechner, the birth of Jesus to a poor, 
insignificant young mother and father, in a manger, surrounded by fresh 
animal dung, is a reminder that there is no place, time, or person that is 
too lowly, insignificant, worldly, or sinful, that holiness is not permeating 
them, too. As Buechner puts it, it is “just where we least expect to find 
God, that God comes most fully.”

About once a month or so, our church skips out on our rented space 
and gathers instead to sing, pray, listen, and share a meal together at a 
local tavern. Sunday morning worship happens in a bar. Occasionally, 
we are even able to schedule our service so that it is followed by a drag 
brunch. Miss Trinity Devine, the queen who organizes the brunch, has led 
readings and prayers in our service. Her very name reminds me that our 
friendship is absolutely providential.

I’ve been getting to know the young man behind the queen. He grew up 
in church and still identifies as a Christian, in spite of how other self-
identified Christians have treated him and the larger LGBTQ+ community. 
My friend loves God, and he knows that God loves him, deeply. He credits 
prayer and his faith in Christ with carrying him through some difficult 
times. He chose the name Trinity Devine (spelling intentional) not to be 
sacrilegious, but because of its deep spiritual meaning for him.

He and I have talked about the sheer joy and wonder of drag shows. One 
of the great rewards as a performer, he says, is noticing the sparks of 
hope and love in the eyes of others, and the happiness and uncontrollable 
laughter. This minister can bear witness: the smiles and joy are genuine, 
and, thank God, contagious.

I set out to write a more fun, light-hearted reflection about Christmas and 
drag queens, “don we now our gay apparel, fa-la-la-la-la,” and all that. 
I began jotting down notes and scribbling out the first draft. Then, the 
hate-filled rampage at Club Q in Colorado Springs happened. 

It is a horrible reminder that too many of my siblings in the Christian 
faith still are not able (or sinfully refuse) to accept that the antithesis  

Continued, next page
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to the Gospel of Jesus is not the presence of the LGBTQ+ community, but 
rather our preferences for fear, hatred, and corrupt power. Preaching 
paranoia and exclusion from our pulpits and politicking on an imaginary 
“war” against Christmas only pours more fuel on the raging flames.

Again, as Buechner says, Christmas means there is no place so 
insignificant or “less than” that holiness is not present there, too; in fact, 
it is exactly in those very places we are most certain we’d never find God 
that God in Christ Jesus appears most fully.

The scandal of “Emmanuel” (God with us) is that it is true not just for the 
“good folks” in pews on Sunday mornings, but for single gay mothers 
named Susie, drag queens named Trinity, all our transgender family and 
friends, and all the LGBTQ+ spaces (such as bars) who make room for 
them because so many churches have turned them away. The Bible is 
clear: God is especially with them. 

My prayer this season is that God will open the hearts inside our church 
buildings to the wild and mischievous movement of the Holy Spirit, and 
that we will begin tearing down our walls to make more “room in the inn” 
for others (and therefore, for Christ). 

And, if you haven’t already, may you be surprised this Christmas by the 
heavenly joy of meeting Jesus … in a drag queen.

From AWAB’s Board Retreat: Our Staff and Board
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F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  C H A I R ,  B O B  S I T T I G

More Than a Glimmer
We have often heard the expression “There’s a glimmer of 
hope,” referring to some difficult situation. There have been 
many times during the past six years when I have worried 
that perhaps there wasn’t even that glimmer. The LGBTQ+ 
community has endured many wins and losses over that 
recent period, but there continued that nagging feeling of 
waiting for some other shoe to drop. Recent legislation and 
court decisions have put us all on the alert to unthinkable 
possibilities. Our anxieties peaked at the possible outcomes of the midterm 
elections that could severely impact the rights of our community. It is now 
clear that those anxieties motivated us and our allies into action by supporting 
those candidates who saw our democracy on the brink of obliteration and were 
prepared to fight to ensure that that was not the path we would take. 

I’m certain that each of you reading this newsletter participated in some 
manner to help “bend that moral arc of the universe toward justice,” as Brother 
Martin noted. While the outcome was not all that we might have desired, it 
certainly stemmed the tide of those who would deny those rights we have 
fought for so long to be recognized. I am personally grateful for those efforts 
put forth by our AWAB community. 

In the last edition of this newsletter I highlighted our board member Rev. 
Donnie Anderson who was running for a State Senatorial seat in Rhode 
Island. Although Donnie did not prevail, her candidacy was a victory for the 
transgender community everywhere. Donnie reports that she was greeted with 
welcome and respect throughout her campaign and I suspect Rhode Island will 
be hearing from her again. 

The AWAB community continues to grow. You will see in this newsletter 
the identities of those congregations who have chosen to join our family 
recently. At our September AWAB Board retreat, hosted in Charlotte, NC, by 
board member Rev. Clifford Matthews at St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church, 
we spent the majority of our time discussing how we might better serve our 
member congregations. Several exciting suggestions bubbled up from the rich 
in-depth conversations. We have engaged an outside consultant to help us 
bring some of these ideas to fruition. You will learn more of our plans in 2023.

I am heartened by the citizens of our country making decisions to strengthen 
our democracy. I am gladdened by the expanding AWAB community. I’m 
especially grateful for all of you who support the work of AWAB, which is God’s 
work, as we proclaim the value of all individuals made in God’s image. The road 
is long and the journey sometimes tiring, but there is hope and it’s much more 
than a glimmer.
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F R O M  T H E  T R E A S U R E R ,  D A V E  H U N T

Are We There Yet?
My brother and I were among the millions of children who frequently 
asked our parents “Are we there yet?” during childhood car rides. A 
generation later, my two kids regularly posed the same question. 

That question can be annoying, but it allows an important reflection for 
AWAB as we approach our 30th anniversary (and 50th anniversary when 
combined with the history of AB Concerned) in 2023: Have we reached 
our goals yet? Have we fully achieved our mission to create and actively 
support a community of churches, organizations, and individuals 
committed to the inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons in the full life and mission 
of Baptist churches? 

Are we there yet? I don’t think so. But we are certainly getting closer. 

Every year, more and more AWAB member congregations help move the 
ball down the field closer to that missional goal. Thank you, member 
churches, for generously supporting this important work!
Hundreds of individuals have donated to AWAB during the past year. 
In addition, 56 individuals stretched themselves even further by joining 
our new Rainbow Circle as a regular monthly donor to AWAB. Thank 
you, individual donors and Rainbow Circle members, for your 
faithful support!

Our Newest Rainbow Circle Members with Treasurer Dave Hunt 
and National Coordinator Brian Henderson

Continued, next page
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AWAB received two generous bequests and a valuable grant during 
the past year, which have also helped grow staff, educational resources, 
and both online and in-person events to more fully advance our mission. 
AWAB is growing in every measurable way.

But we aren’t there yet.

How can you help AWAB move even closer to achieving our mission?
1. Advocate that your congregation increase its financial support of 

AWAB.
2. Join our new Rainbow Circle. By signing up for a regular monthly 

donation from your credit card or bank/credit union (for as little as $8 
per month), you can help ensure AWAB is better able to help churches 
and individuals welcome and affirm.

3. Forward this AWAB newsletter to two friends and encourage them to 
join our list.

4. Encourage a non-member church to join AWAB. We have 142 member 
churches today, but who else should join AWAB to make clear that they 
are welcoming and affirming?

Thank you for being welcoming and affirming. And thank you for sharing 
God’s welcoming and affirming love with others through AWAB. We 
appreciation your partnership in ministry and mission.

Celebrate 50 Years of 
W&A Ministry with us.
S AV E  T H E S E  D AT E S :

• April 21-23, Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering, Atlanta, GA
• June 23-25, ABC Biennial Mission Summit, San Juan, PR
• June 28-30, CBF General Assembly, Atlanta, GA
• Early Fall (Dates/Location TBD) Annual AWAB Lectureship

Each of these national gatherings will include intentional 
moments of celebration as AWAB lifts-up 50 years of welcoming 
and affirming ministry. More information to come.

https://awab.org/rainbow-circle
https://awab.org/find-a-church
https://awab.org/find-a-church


Join AWAB’s Rainbow Circle today! By signing 
up for a regular monthly donation from your 
credit card or bank/credit union (for as little 
as $8 per month), you can help ensure AWAB 
is better able to make the welcoming and 
affirming vision a reality. 
As part of the Rainbow Circle, you will receive:

• Quarterly communications specifically 
for Rainbow Circle Members

• Free or deeply discounted access  
to all AWAB events

• Special recognition in AWAB’s 
newsletter and website (unless you prefer 
to remain anonymous).

Most importantly, you will receive the blessed 
assurance that you are turning some of your 
“green” into a colorful rainbow that welcomes 
and affirms all of God’s children.

Please join the Rainbow Circle:  

www.awab.org/rainbow-circle 
Thank you for your partnership!

Help us 
make our 
vision a 
reality.

http://www.awab.org/rainbow-circle
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Rev. Brian Henderson, DMin 
National Coordinator 
brian@awab.org

W O R D  F R O M  T H E  N A T I O N A L  C O O R D I N A T O R , 
B R I A N  H E N D E R S O N

Holy Days. Did you know there are over a dozen holy-days celebrated 
by various religions throughout the month of December? When I think 
about holy-days, I also think about the holy-days celebrated within our 
LGBTQ+ community during this last quarter of the year. On Tuesday, 
October 11, we recognized National Coming Out Day. On Sunday, 
November 20, we honored Transgender Day of Remembrance. And on 
Thursday, December 1, we observe World AIDS Day.

In the hustle and bustle of so much busyness at this time of year, may we 
slow ourselves down enough to honor all days that are holy as well as the 
holy in each day to be experienced.

Honestly, there has been so much that has felt “un-holy” against our 
LGBTQ+ community of late, that it has been hard to celebrate any day or 
holiday. However, when I hear from AWAB member congregations and 
when individuals call on AWAB to share their stories, I’m reminded of 
our larger welcoming and affirming family and how within our collective 
community, there is hope and the Holy resides.

Thank you AWAB family and friends for remembering the holy days that 
are observed during this final quarter of the year and how through such 
observances, the Holy can give us the courage to keep on, keeping on.
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Remembering Club Q in Colorado Springs, CO
Tragically, on Saturday, November 19, near midnight, a young man killed 
5 individuals and injured many more before being subdued at one of 
Colorado Springs’ gay night clubs. Thousands mourned this heinous act. 
While we do what we can to combat the epidemic of gun violence in our 
country, let us hold in prayer the families and individuals who continue to 
deal with the repercussions from this tragic night.

Excerpts from Rev. Henderson’s remarks at a Vigil held by the Denver 
LGBTQ+ community where nearly 2,000 people gathered.

How many more of these vigils must we experience before we begin to see 
change…a change in our country’s hate-ridden rhetoric…a change in laws 
that combat more aggressively the gun-violence so prevalent throughout 
our land?

Activist, Elected Official, and Gay-rights icon, Harvey Milk said, “Hope will 
never be silent.”

As I look around this stage and as I look out from this stage to see all of 
you…I see hope. I hear hope. I feel hope.
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AWAB HISTORY BOOK UPDATE
Dr. Delane Tew
Have you ever wondered when it all began, this organization that 
supports our efforts to reach the LGBTQ+ community in our Baptist 
churches? Were churches eager to join the Association of Welcoming and 
Affirming Baptists? Did they face challenges from their regions or local 
associations? Have you ever heard of American Baptists Concerned? Did 
you know the leaders of the movement were once invited to the White 
House? Would you be surprised to learn it all started in a bar in Lincoln, 
Nebraska in 1973? That was when three men began talking about forming 
a group within ABCUSA to educate churches on the needs of LGBTQ+ 
individuals within their congregations. 

ABConcerned grew from three men to a sizable organization of 
individuals talking about and fighting for LGBTQ+ inclusion in every 
phase of church life, and for their rights in society in general. As this 
organization grew, leaders recognized the importance of supporting 
churches that had opened their doors to all regardless of their sexuality. 
This led in 1993 to the creation of AWAB, offering encouragement and 
resources to a wide range of congregations. Many of these churches 
faced public denunciations and rejections by their local, regional, and 
national Baptist organizations. Some lost members. Others grew as they 
celebrated diversity. 

Look for this 50-year history to be told coming next year.

Yes…we don’t want to be here. Yes…we are living with fears. Yes…we have 
anger and grief. Yes…we want to see our elected officials make some change, 
change that will take great courage on their part because it won’t be easy…
and dammit…we don’t want to see another club or bar in our community 
experience such heinous acts.

But we have hope. There is hope because you’re here and together we can 
make a difference. When we listen to and heed the whispers of our better 
angels…we can make our community…we can make our country…we can 
make this world a better and more hopeful place.

I can hear in my mind those ageless words of holy writ that say: “Yet 
therefore I have hope.”

If folk in antiquity held on to hope…so too can we.

Let us hold hands…let us hold hope…let us hold silence, but a silence, as 
Harvey Milk implied, that will always be heard.
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Words of Email Wisdom from Aubin Petersen  
AWAB’s 2021 Barbra MacNair Award for Christian Witness recipient

On November 22, Aubin Petersen wrote the 
following to friends of Another Story®
We truly need to be the people of Another Story® 
telling an informed story of love and affirmation 
about diverse human sexuality and gender 
identity to counter hate speech so many faith 
communities, politicians and pastors are saying 
about God’s great diverse creation!

With the attack on Club Q in Colorado Springs, 
the death of 5 people and more injured, we 
with the voices must speak up for our LGBTQ+ 
friends, family and loved ones. 

With pastors of large churches in Arlington, Texas, trying to control 
the stories of LGBTQ+ persons in the Arlington Public Library, we must 
remind the Southern Baptists, Baptist General Convention of Texas 
Baptists, and all other Baptist entities, that our Baptist heritage delineates 
the long-held Baptist Distinctive of the Separation of Church and State. It 
is a public library and churches need to stay out of that business. We who 
are Baptists must speak up and tell our stories!

What continues to weigh on my heart and mind and what is becoming 
increasingly clear to me, is that there is a lot we can do to let our 
communities know our LGBTQ+ neighbors and friends do have support 
in our communities. The use of demeaning and psychologically 
damaging terminology and coercion is not life affirming nor mentally 
or physically healthy. Nor is it sharing the Gospel of Good News which is 
what Christians are supposed to be about.

We as LGBTQ+ allies and advocates must not stand idly by while 
uninformed and prejudiced people try to control access to history and life 
affirming stories of our marginalized LGBTQ+ friends, siblings, children 
and parents.

Another Story® is a safe space created for dialogue on sexual orientation and 
gender identity to provide an opportunity for traditional Biblical perspectives to 
be questioned and discussed. Another Story® needs to be told other than what so 
many faith communities are telling about diverse human sexuality and gender 
identity. To learn more about the ministry and work of Another Story®, please 
visit: www.anotherstory-love.com. AWAB is proud to be associated with this 
life-giving and life-changing community of people known as Another Story®.

http://www.anotherstory-love.com
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Spotlight: Board Members
The AWAB Board expresses its 
appreciation for the service of 
two, two-termed Board members: 
Shella Chace and David Key. 
We are indebted to their 
commitment to the organization 
and our ongoing welcoming and 
affirming ministries. Shella has 
served as Board Secretary and 
David served a term as Board 
Chair and led AWAB through 
a pivotal time of its history. Our AWAB commitments will keep us 
connected with both Shella and David but for a season we wish them the 
best as they continue to serve in their respective ministry contexts.

An AWAB Board Member term is for three years and each member 
can be reelected for a second three-year term. AWAB seeks to expand 
continually its Board membership, always with a focus on as much 
diversity as possible. If you are interested in knowing more about 
the Board, please email our National Coordinator, Brian Henderson 
(brian@awab.org).

AWAB celebrates with Royal Lane 
Baptist Church as it has called Rev. Victoria 
Robb Powers as its next Senior Pastor, 
the congregation’s first female Senior 
Pastor. We pray the best for this AWAB 
congregation and its new chapter of history.

AWAB also celebrates 
our 50th Rainbow Circle 
member, Ally Tanner—

thank you!
(Pictured with 

Rick Mixon, Dave Hunt, 
and Kurt Kaufman)
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AWAB Receives Legacy Gift
During the month of November, AWAB 
received a legacy gift from the First 
Baptist Church of Berkeley, Berkeley, 
CA. FBC was one of AWAB’s founding 
congregations in 1993. The congregation 
has been a beacon of light for social 
justice and the full-inclusion of the 
LGBTQ+ community for decades.

Pastor Nancy Hall wrote:

As charter members of AWAB, and having shared deeply in all the events of 
the past three decades, we are thrilled to offer this gift, that the organization 
may continue to thrive – to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
God for all LGBTQ+ persons, their allies, and the growing number of Baptist 
congregations who proclaim God’s radical and inclusive love. 

AWAB is so grateful for FBC Berkeley’s generosity. Though the ministry 
of FBC has come to a close, the legacy of the congregation will live on and 
last long through the work of AWAB. 

To learn about other legacy gifts or to consider over-and-above financial 
support for AWAB, please visit: awab.org/legacy-gifts.

WORLD AIDS DAY
D E C E M B E R  1

https://awab.org/legacy-gifts/
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AWAB Welcomes More Congregations! 
Our AWAB family keeps growing still. At its September and November 
meetings, the Board officially accepted the following six congregations 
into membership: 

• Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, Athens, GA; 
• Wellspring Community Church, Des Moines, IA; 
• Burien Community Church, Burien WA; 
• Queen Anne Baptist Church, Seattle, WA; 
• Broadway Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, TX; 
• Wilshire Baptist Church, Dallas, TX. 

AWAB currently has 142 member congregations and ministries.

Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, Athens, GA

Burien Community Church, Burien WA

Wellspring Community Church, Des Moines, IA Queen Anne Baptist Church, Seattle, WA

Broadway Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, TX Wilshire Baptist Church, Dallas, TX

https://awab.org/find-a-church/

