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PANDEMIC. PROTESTS. PRIDE.

Since March of this year all of us have discovered what it’s like to experience 
a global pandemic. COVID-19 has impacted nearly every aspect of life and 
ministry as we know it. Slowly over the course of the summer months, we may 
return to some of life’s pre-pandemic rhythms.

As this pandemic unfolds, we are also experiencing protests and riots in 
response to the death of George Floyd.  Many of us have participated in Black 
Lives Matter events throughout the country. These are unprecedented times 
that stand the chance of helping us move forward in more just ways.

And now, with a global pandemic and protests taking place, LGBTQ+ folk and 
allies also celebrate Pride month. While we have experienced set-backs and 
heartache with our work toward equality, we can still celebrate the collaborative 
efforts we’ve achieved. While we stand together, acknowledging still our 
hurt and pain, we celebrate too the recent Supreme Court ruling extending 
protections to LGBTQ+ workers.

Pandemic. Protests. Pride. There is something all three of these p-words have 
in common: they each involve people like you and me. And…when people like 
you and me put our hearts, passion, convictions, and efforts together, we can 
navigate life’s journey in better and stronger ways.

Thank you for your ongoing support of AWAB and its mission to support 
congregations, ministries, and people throughout our Baptist communities. 
The news that follows will highlight the work that Baptists have been about for 
decades as we seek to advance the radical welcome and love of God in Jesus Christ.

Rev. Brian Henderson, DMin 
National Coordinator 
brian@awab.org
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AWAB Membership
Membership in AWAB allows your congregation: (1) to be part of an association 
of Baptist communities that publicly commit to being welcoming and affirming 
of LGBTQ members and friends; (2) to keep informed of how other W&A 
congregations are engaging in meaningful ministry; (3) access to resources to 
enhance your local W&A ministry; and (4) opportunity to search for LGBTQ 
candidates for ministerial positions.

“AWAB has faithfully provided the church with wonderful educational 
and welcoming resources—all the while, nurturing and growing our 
vital network of connections.” 
—The Rev. Dwight Davidson, United Church of Granville, OH

New Member Churches since 2019:

• Grace Baptist Church 
San Jose, CA

• Chico First 
Baptist Church 
Chico, CA 

• Jacksonville 
Campus Ministry 
Jacksonville, FL

• United Campus 
Ministry 
Billings, MT

• First Baptist Church 
Pottstown, PA

• First Baptist Church 
Littleton, MA

• Circle of Faith 
St. Petersburg, FL

• University 
Baptist Church 
Charlottesville, VA

• Grace Baptist Church 
Statesville, GA

• Pine Street Church 
Boulder, CO

• First Baptist Church 
Greenville, SC

Why should my church join?
AWAB offers a support system for your ministry so that you have alliances 
and connections within the greater Baptist community and are not left feeling 
isolated. AWAB’s intention is to provide value that addresses your needs as a 
member church. AWAB provides a voice and image of God’s love that opposes 
the often exclusive narrative associated with Baptists.

AWAB is led by its Board:
Bob Sittig 
Chair, Seattle, WA
Reba Cobb 
Treasurer, Louisville, KY
Shella Chace 
Secretary, Ithaca, NY
Donnie Anderson 
Providence, RI

Dave Hunt 
Portland, OR
David Key 
Athens, GA
Rick Mixon, Emeritus 
Palo Alto, CA 

Contact Us
P.O. Box 7834 
Louisville, KY, 40257
1-888-906-2922
admin@awab.org
www.awab.org

 @affirmingbaptists

 @affirmBaptist
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Did you know that welcoming and affirming ministry within Baptist life has 
been happening for nearly a half of a century? Collectively, American Baptists 
Concerned and the Association of Welcoming & Affirming Baptists have roots 
back to the early 1970s.

Over the next couple years AWAB will plan times to celebrate this collective 
work that so many people have been about for nearly 50 years. One very 
tangible way to celebrate, will be to present a written copy of our shared history. 
The AWAB Board has commissioned Dr. Delane Tew, Ph.D., to write the history 
of AB Concerned and AWAB.

Dr. Tew is Professor of History at Samford University. She is a member of AWAB 
congregation Baptist Church of the Covenant, in Birmingham, AL. Dr. Tew has 
already begun working through our archive collection. Over the next year, she 
will be conducting interviews and seeking out more of our shared history.

If you have any AB Concerned or AWAB documents from over the years, will 
you share them with us? Please contact our AWAB Administrative Coordinator, 
Janet Cole, (janet@awab.org) to determine how best to send material.

STAY IN TOUCH! 
Stay up to date with news and profiles by becoming a subscriber to our Welcoming 
Spirit email newsletter. Sign up today at www.awab.org.

C E L E B R AT I N G 
50 Years Of History

mailto:janet%40awab.org?subject=Re%3A%20Welcoming%20Spirit%20Newsletter
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IN MEMORIAM: DAN KARNEY

by Phil Jenks
For a quiet and unassuming man, Dan Karney was visibly charismatic. I never 
heard him raise his voice or insinuate his way into a conversation but he was a 
vivid presence in the American Baptist social milieu of the seventies.

Back then, women and men on the national staff were groomed conservatively, 
usually in muted suits. Dan wore his billowy hair below his collar line and a 
thick moustache covered his mouth. He wore baggy, bell-bottom blue jeans 

and an open-collared paisley shirt, 
usually beneath a faded cotton 
vest. He tended to stick out in staff 
gatherings.

If you asked him why he wasn’t 
wearing a black suit, Dan would 
explain he wanted street people, 
hippies, and other counter-culture 
denizens to feel comfortable 
around him. As director of 
National Ministries’ Alternate 
Life Style program, he saw his role 
as reassuring persons who felt 
rejected by the traditional church 
that Jesus loved them. If these 

persons had been condemned as sinners, Dan wanted to remind them that 
Jesus was most comfortable when he was talking and dining with sinners. 

When I joined the Valley Forge staff in 1971, I thought of American Baptists as 
exemplars of evangelical social action. The staff marched with Martin Luther 
King, Jr., provided bail bonds for civil rights activists who ended up in southern 
jails, and preached about human equality and justice.

“My dear friend and mentor, Dan 
Karney, left his earthly body on 

Wednesday. He was an advocate for 
LGBTQ people starting back in the 
70’s. Dan led the American Baptist 

Churches in addressing sexism, 
ageism, homophobia and more. 
His humor, beautiful voice and 

commitment to justice will be missed 
in this lifetime...Thank you Dan for 
all the times you made a place for 

the voiceless to have voice.”
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Dan Karney pushed those progressive 
ideals even farther and, at times, 
so far they made many Baptists 
uncomfortable. He persuaded the 
staff to use its bail bond program to 
support protestors who were arrested 
for opposing the Vietnam War, or were 
jailed for evading the draft. 

In 1973, in what was a watershed 
moment in American Baptist history, 
Dan’s Alternate Life Styles program invited board members, pastors, and staff to 
a consultation at Valley Forge called “Homosexuality and the Church.”

The seminar included LGBTQ and straight persons from many backgrounds, 
including Rodger Harrison, a former American Baptist missionary who came 
out following a personal tragedy, and Barbara Gittings, who would become a 
major leader in the gay liberation movement. Dr. Robert L. Treese, professor 
of theology at Boston, told the seminar that apparent biblical condemnations 
of homosexuality “must be interpreted in light of the culture from which 
they sprang.”

The conference was a hesitant but hopeful first step toward moving Christians 
to fully accept LGBTQ persons as members of their families and leaders 
in their churches. But a report of the conference in The American Baptist 
magazine generated an intensely negative response among readers. (See: 
http://bit.ly/2EpAkbt) 

Today, American Baptists lag behind many other mainline denominations 
that fully accept gay, lesbian, and 
transgendered persons as members, 
pastors, and bishops. It continues 
to be a matter of debate whether 
the Alternate Life Styles conference 
of 1973 encouraged Baptists to 
move ahead as a welcoming and 
affirming family, or merely exposed 
the intransigent homophobia that 
continues beneath the surface.

Be that as it may, hundreds of 
LGBTQ persons now serve as 
members and leaders in American 

Baptist congregations and regions, as well as in many other denominations. 

The credit for that, in very large measure, goes to Dan Karney, the soft-spoken, 
bell-bottom-wearing man who lived among the suits and quietly reminded us 
that Jesus loves—and accepts—everybody.

“Dan blazed trails and opened doors 
that many of were privileged to walk 

on and through. He brought grace 
and wit and joy to the lives of those 
he touched. His work was creative 
and cutting edge in a brief shining 

moment when Baptists were open to 
his vision. His support of for LGBTQIA 
people was truly courageous and life-

saving. Thank you, Dan.”

“Dan was a wonderful man. His 
ministry was so important and 
crucial. He built bridges and 
broke down walls. We were 

blessed to have our eyes, hearts 
and minds opened through his 

commitment to inclusion.”

http://bit.ly/2EpAkbt


• AWAB offers Support during 
COVID-19—watch for news of 
AWAB’s next COVID-19 Support 
Gathering via Zoom

• While national gatherings have 
been moved to online platforms, 
AWAB staff, Board, and members 
have been actively present—if 
you’re connecting with folk via 
any of these times, please share 
how AWAB has been meaningful 
to you

• Does AWAB have your most 
current information? Please 
email church and personal 
contact information updates to 
janet@awab.org

• Your financial gifts to AWAB help 
us continue to do together what 
none of us can do on our own. 
Thank you for your support.  
To donate now go to:  
https://awab.org/support

• If you have any documents, 
photos, or stories to tell 
about AWAB’s history, 
we want to know! Please 
contact email our National 
Coordinator, Brian Henderson, 
at brian@awab.org, or our 
Administrative Coordinator, 
Janet Cole, at janet@awab.org.

P.O. Box 7834 
Louisville, KY, 40257

1-888-906-2922
admin@awab.org
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