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We are living in what feels like days with social, political, and even theological 
storm clouds swirling above and around us. As some recently have referred to 
this time about which we’re living in the United States, this is a dark hour.

For certain, these are hard times. But as the words of Maya Angelou remind us, 
we each have the capacity to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud. In other words, 
we can add color and vitality and hope to this world…to our communities…to 
our families…and to all of our circles of influence.

My hope is that AWAB will continue to be a rainbow for you and for all of our 
welcoming and affirming Baptist communities. As I hear from congregations 
and ministries from around the country and beyond, I am encouraged by the 
ways so many of you are rainbows to others.

As you read through this issue of Welcoming Spirit I trust you’ll see the color, 
vitality and hope that is around us during these challenging days. As always, 
thank you for all you do to help AWAB shine the light it does.

With hope,
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Rev. Brian Henderson, DMin 
National Coordinator 
brian@awab.org

“Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud.” — Maya Angelou

http://www.AWAB.org
https://www.facebook.com/affirmingbaptists
https://twitter.com/affirmbaptist
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AWAB Membership
Membership in AWAB allows your congregation: (1) to be part of an association 
of Baptist communities that publicly commit to being welcoming and affirming 
of LGBTQ members and friends; (2) to keep informed of how other W&A 
congregations are engaging in meaningful ministry; (3) access to resources to 
enhance your local W&A ministry; and (4) opportunity to search for LGBTQ 
candidates for ministerial positions.

“AWAB has faithfully provided the church with wonderful educational 
and welcoming resources—all the while, nurturing and growing our 
vital network of connections.” 
—The Rev. Dwight Davidson, United Church of Granville, OH

New Member Churches since 2019:

• Grace Baptist Church 
San Jose, CA

• Chico First 
Baptist Church 
Chico, CA 

• Jacksonville 
Campus Ministry 
Jacksonville, FL

• United Campus 
Ministry 
Billings, MT

• First Baptist Church 
Pottstown, PA

• First Baptist Church 
Littleton, MA

• Circle of Faith 
St. Petersburg, FL

• University 
Baptist Church 
Charlottesville, VA

• Grace Baptist Church 
Statesville, NC

• Pine Street Church 
Boulder, CO

• First Baptist Church 
Greenville, SC

Why should my church join?
AWAB offers a support system for your ministry so that you have alliances 
and connections within the greater Baptist community and are not left feeling 
isolated. AWAB’s intention is to provide value that addresses your needs as a 
member church. AWAB provides a voice and image of God’s love that opposes 
the often exclusive narrative associated with Baptists.

AWAB is led by its Board:
Bob Sittig 
Chair, Seattle, WA
Reba Cobb 
Treasurer, Louisville, KY
Shella Chace 
Secretary, Ithaca, NY
Donnie Anderson 
Providence, RI

Dave Hunt 
Portland, OR
David Key 
Athens, GA
Rick Mixon, Emeritus 
Palo Alto, CA 

Contact Us
P.O. Box 7834 
Louisville, KY, 40257
1-888-906-2922
admin@awab.org
www.awab.org

 @affirmingbaptists

 @affirmBaptist

mailto:admin%40awab.org?subject=Re%3A%20Welcoming%20Spirit%20Newsletter
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Do you want to know what’s happening with AWAB? Do you want to connect 
with W&A congregations, ministries, and Baptists from around the country? 

Looking for ministry ideas? Need encouragement and inspiration? 

Then plan to register for AWAB’s National Zoom Gathering that will be held 
on Saturday, October 3, 2020, from 12:00-1:30pm EDT.  

Register at http://bit.ly/AWABZoom2020. 

You’ll hear from:

Bob Sittig
AWAB Board Chair, 

Seattle First  
Baptist Church,  

Seattle, WA

Rev. Dr. Clifford 
Matthews, Jr.

Senior Pastor,  
St. Luke’s Missionary 

Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, NC

Rev. Dr. Marcia 
Bailey

Senior Pastor,  
First Baptist Church, 

Pottstown, PA

Rev. Dr. Cody 
Sanders

Senior Pastor,  
Old Cambridge  
Baptist Church, 
Cambridge, MA

Dr. Delane Tew
Baptist Church 

of the Covenant, 
Birmingham, AL

D.j. Boyd 
St. Luke’s Missionary 

Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, NC

Rev. June Joplin
Toronto, Canada

http://bit.ly/AWABZoom2020
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Raised in Cranston, Rhode Island, Dr. Anderson enjoys the many wonderful 
facets of living in Rhode Island. She is an ordained minister (her credentials are 
recognized by the United Methodist Church, the United Church of Christ and 
the American Baptist Churches, USA), educator, counselor and social activist. 
She received her Bachelors degree in Business Education from Barrington 

College, a Masters in Religious 
Studies from Providence College, 
a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Eastern Baptist Seminary, as well as a 
number of other graduate courses in 
business and religious studies.

Dr. Anderson lives in Providence, 
RI and is active in the Rhode Island 
Community as the Co-Chair of 
the Rhode Island Commission on 
Prejudice and Bias, Co-Chair of the 
State Advisory Committee for the 
United States Commission on Civil 
Rights, member of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. State Holiday Commission, 
Board member of Family Service of 
Rhode Island, Board member of RI 
SAGE and other community groups.

At age 69 she came out of the closet, 
sharing with her family and the 

world that she is a transgender woman. Anderson shared, “For years my fantasy 
was to preach openly in a pink clergy shirt, fully expressing the fact that I am a 
woman. That fantasy is now my REALITY.”

“As a member of the LGBTQ+ community that has known historic and 
current exclusion and outright hatred and discrimination by many societal 
structures—including the church—it is wonderful to simply live out Jesus’ 
gospel of inclusion on a daily basis, face to face and heart to heart.” Anderson 
continues, “Everyone needs to know that they are loved by God, but many 
are told that they have to make the false choice between being who they 
authentically are OR being a person of faith. That choice is not only false, it is 
in direct contradiction to Biblical teaching and Jesus’ own example of God’s 
inclusive love for all persons.” Anderson enjoys the opportunity to present 
conversations on the intersection of transgender and faith.

Continued, next page

AWAB BOARD WELCOMES  
REV. DR. DONNIE ANDERSON
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CONGRATULATIONS!

AWAB celebrates with member 
congregation Underwood Memorial 
Baptist Church in Milwaukee, WI, as it 
recently called Rev. Jason Mack as its 
new Senior Pastor. Previously, Jason 
served AWAB member congregation 
First Baptist Church of Madison, WI, 
as Minister of Community.

AWAB SUPPORTS MEMBER 
CONGREGATIONS & MINISTRIES 
DURING COVID-19

AWAB recognizes that during 
this global pandemic each of our 
ministries are being impacted 
differently. At its August meeting, 
the AWAB Board identified $10,000 
from its budget and agreed to offer 
support to our member congregations 
and ministries in need by making 
available grants up to $500. The 
Board wants our membership to 
know we are here to offer support.

If you are a member congregation or 
ministry, simply email our National 
Coordinator, Brian Henderson, 
(brian@awab.org) and request an 
amount up to $500. The AWAB Board 
will respond quickly while grant 
funds are available.

Please make your request by September 25.

Formerly, Dr. Anderson served as Executive Minister of the Rhode Island State 
Council of Churches (RISCC) and the Rhode Island Bible Society for almost 13 
years, comprised of churches from 11 Protestant denominations, numerous other 
local congregations working in partnership with several affiliated Muslim and 
Jewish organizations. Previously she has served congregations in Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island as pastor. In addition, she has served in executive 
positions in religiously affiliated organizations in higher education, publishing 
and camping and conferencing. Most recently she served as the pastor of the 
Provincetown United Methodist Church in Provincetown, MA.

Dr. Anderson is currently one of the co-convenors of the Jewish/Christian 
Dialogue sponsored by the National Council of Synagogues and the National 
Council of Churches and serves on the national Diversity Advisory Work Group 
for the Coalition to Transform Advanced Care.  She is also active in social justice 
issues in the areas of race, poverty and gender. Donnie’s current project is a 
website that offers Bible study, interviews and book studies from a transgender 
voice (revdrdonnie.org).

The Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists welcomes Rev. Anderson 
to its Board and we are delighted that she shares with us from such broad and 
rich experiences.

http://revdrdonnie.org
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UPDATE FROM PHILIP KAKUNGULU 
CROSSING LINES AFRICA UGANDA
Recently, in June of 2020, I worked with a donor on a 
$20,000 project proposal for South Sudanese Refugee 
Communities in Uganda; however, when asked for 
these funds to be sent through BPFNA, we were told 
this funder doesn’t support pro LGBTQ+ organizations. 
I responded by saying our organization's identity 
cannot be defined by the work we have done in service 
but by the Lord God whom we ultimately serve. I told 
them we are a pro-Jesus organization. 

I also told them that we have not worked only with the LGBTQ+ community; 
we have also worked with people living with Albinism, drug addicts, children 
living on the streets, sex workers, victims of human trafficking, ethnic groups 
of Bakonzo and Bamba in the Rwenzori Mountains bordering D.R. Congo, etc. 

We work with all these minority people groups because their lives are at stake! 
And God has called us to reach where the need is greatest. You cannot work to 
serve these people and not build relationships with them or else we become 
modern-day pharisees. 

This particular hypocrisy from some western evangelicals has taken a big 
toll on us. Imagine the impact this has had on me, my family, staff and 
communities. 

This is why I keep reaching out and want people to know about our story and 
work. We have real capacity to serve and as Rev. Dan Buttry has taught us to 
squeeze water out of a stone, we are always in the mission field as peace makers 
and as children of God. Please pray with us. I write you these things with 
tears in my eyes, tears are not just for me but for all those we serve…and the 
hopelessness being created in the name of self-righteousness.

In 2019, the AWAB Board agreed to encourage our member congregations and ministries to 
support Philip’s ministry. Gifts can be given through the BPFNA at: https://www.bpfna.org/donate. 
Please choose “Crossing Lines Africa Uganda” to give directly to this needed work.

REMEMBERING AWAB MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS: PEGGY & TONY CAMPOLO

Please continue to keep in your prayers Peggy and Tony 
Campolo. On June 20, Tony suffered a stroke. Since 
then he remains in therapy to return soon home. Peggy 
remains by his side with each step of this journey. AWAB 
is grateful for the ongoing support and inspiration that 
Peggy and Tony provide for our members and friends.

https://www.bpfna.org/donate
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AWAB PASTOR/SCHOLAR PUBLISHES NEW BOOK
Christianity, LGBTQ Suicide, and the Souls of 
Queer Folk, just out from Lexington Books, is 
rooted in the narratives of LGBTQ people who 
were willing to share the ways that suicide 
became a thinkable option for them and what 
roles religion played in that process. These 
rich narratives reveal ways that religion 
can operate violently against LGBTQ souls, 
making life precarious and seemingly unlivable. It also illuminates the ways 
that religion can become a source of strength, resilience, and resistance to 
soul violence and serve to promote the flourishing of life for LGBTQ people 
and for faith communities. For more information, see this introductory video 
from author, Cody J. Sanders. Cody is pastor to AWAB member congregation, 
Old Cambridge Baptist Church in Cambridge, Mass., where he also serves as 
Advisor for LGBTQ+ Affairs in the Office of Religious, Spiritual, & Ethical Life at 
MIT, and as American Baptist Chaplain to Harvard University. 

AWAB’S HISTORY BOOK UPDATE
By C. Delane Tew, Ph.D

I have had an interesting summer 
working on the ABConcerned/
AWAB research.  I have been 
working through the 
Voice of the Turtle and 
the Inspiriter looking for 
information on activities 
of the organizations, 
understanding of how the 
groups were dealing with 
events in society in general, 
and the theology found on 
these pages regarding the 
acceptance of the LGBTQ community.  
I also found on my trip to AWAB’s 
national office in Louisville, minutes 
from the Board of Directors in the 
2000’s. I wish I had more of these as 
well as steering committee minutes 
from ABConcerned.  I have also 
started my oral history efforts using 
Zoom after consulting with an oral 
history colleague.  

Additionally, I have conducted 
internet searches for press releases 
on LGBTQ related events involving 
several Baptist conventions.  My 

research has been hampered 
somewhat by the closure of the 
American Baptist Archives in 
Atlanta related to COVID-19.  

If you have any records, files, 
articles, stories to share, know 
that AWAB would love to 
know about them and such 
information will help our 
history project. Please send 

them to AWAB’s office, with attention 
to: Janet Cole, AWAB’s Administrative 
Coordinator. You can email Janet at: 
janet@awab.org.

Thank you for your support. We 
look forward to 2022/2023 when 
we celebrate the completion of this 
history book as well as ABConcerned 
and AWAB’s 50 years of ministry.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWOgjMmrOMQ&t
mailto:janet%40awab.org?subject=Re%3A%20AWAB%20Newsletter


• AWAB offers Support during 
COVID-19—including COVID-19 
Support Gatherings via Zoom

• While national gatherings have 
been moved to online platforms, 
AWAB staff, Board, and members 
have been actively present—if 
you’re connecting with folk via 
any of these times, please share 
how AWAB has been meaningful 
to you

• Does AWAB have your most 
current information? Please 
email church and personal 
contact information updates to 
janet@awab.org

• Your financial gifts to AWAB help 
us continue to do together what 
none of us can do on our own. 
Thank you for your support.  
To donate now go to:  
https://awab.org/support

• If you have any documents, 
photos, or stories to tell 
about AWAB’s history, 
we want to know! Please 
contact email our National 
Coordinator, Brian Henderson, 
at brian@awab.org, or our 
Administrative Coordinator, 
Janet Cole, at janet@awab.org.

P.O. Box 7834 
Louisville, KY, 40257

1-888-906-2922
admin@awab.org

www.awab.org
 @affirmingbaptists

 @affirmBaptist

Soar with Us!

https://awab.org/support
mailto:brian%40awab.org?subject=Re%3A%20Welcoming%20Spirit%20Newsletter

